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Spring 2012: Birds are splashing, Bees are buzzing

called the Spur-winged Plover. Breeding starts after Winter Solstice. Picture by
Michael Mannington.

Find out more about Pledge 2 Fledge HERE. About the Global
Birding Initiative: GBI is an online hub for links to information
about birding opportunities, festivals, conferences, associafions,
educational programs, and conservation efforts worldwide. By
providing birders with accessible resources and opportunities to
help them effectively share their appreciation for birds with others,
GBI strives to creatively inspire global interest in birds, birding and,
by extension, the natural world. In doing so, GBI encourages birders
to generate participation in birding, engender appreciation for birds
in individuals and communities around the world, and heighten
awareness of bird conservation issues among the general public.
Maore Here or on Facebook.
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Pittwater Online News will feature a special Pittwater Council
Election edition on 2nd September, 2012, Issue 74.

Candidate groups or individuals are invited to submit basic
Information to assist our readers. Please contact
editori@pittwateronlinenews.com.au for further information.
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Spring 2012: Birds are splashing, Bees are buzzing

This beautiful bird, a Dusky
Moorhen, Gallinula
fenebrosa, has been
inhabiting the swamps and
estuaries of Australia for at
least one thousand years.
Dusky Moorhens are related
to Purple Swamphens which
are considered to be the
ancestors of several island
species including the extinct
Lord Howe Swamphen and
two species of Takahé in
New Zealand. These purple
cousins are, despite a :
tendency to clumsiness when 2
taking off or landing, birds
that are capable of flying L
great distances over sea and
have made themselves at
home in Papua New Guinea, Zg&
samoa and Indonesia.

Dusky Moorhen's breeding
season begins in August.
The Dusky Moorhen forms
breeding groups of two to seven birds, with all members defending
territory, building nests and looking after young. The shallow
platform nests are made of reeds and other water plants over water,
among reeds or on floating platforms in open water. Two or more
females will lay their eggs in the same nest and all members of the
group help to incubate the10-18 eggs per clutch and feed the
young. Young chicks are fed by their parents (and group members)
for between 10—14 days, after which they begin to feed

themselves. The male has an elaborate courtship display, holding
water weeds in his bill and bowing to the female with loud chuckles.

The other bird pictured here is a female or juvenile Chestnut Teal,
Anas castanea, whose breeding season is July to November each
year. Chestnut Teals are found on wetlands and estuaries in coastal
regions, and is one of the few ducks able to tolerate high salinity
waters, but still requires fresh water for drinking. It will also use open
freshwater lakes, reservoirs and sewage ponds during drought
seasons. It mainly breeds in coastal areas, needing hollow trees in
water or short grasslands near water for nesting. Males are
distinctive, having a glossy green head, chestnut brown neck, breast
and flanks, dark brown upper body and wings, and a black undertail
with contrasting white patch. Females are mottled dark brown and
grey, with a pale throat streaked brown and a dark eye stripe. In
both sexes the eye is a deep red, the bill is blue-grey and the legs
and feet are green-grey. The wings have a dark glossy green to
purple speculum (panel) edged white and the underwing is brown,
with white wing pits.

During the week Newport resident Alan McBride contacted us
about Pledge 2 Fledge, a new non-profit organization Global
Birding Initiative (GBI) using Facebook, its website and Twitter to
inspire a broader public appreciation for birds by bringing friends
and other non-birders out to truly see and enjoy birds for the first
time. These birders will share their efforts with the world through
photos, videos, and stories on the Pledge to Fledge (P2F) website
and social media channels. Taking place in six continents on
August 24th to August 26th, 2012, this is one of two annual events
planned to take all into the air, water and earth realms of these
feathered creatures. Alan tells us “The event is designed to
cultivate a strong birding network worldwide; to expand the number
of people engaged in birding; to foster the next generations of
birders; and, to positively impact conservation and lifestyles, on a
global scale. Based on its early participation signup Pledge to
Fledge (P2F) is expected to be the largest single event birding
event drawing tens of thousands of people birding together -- many
children for the first time -- in hundreds if not thousands of places on
six continents. With an underlying motive of conservation,
preservation of wild and natural areas, (Warriewood Wetlands
being a classic example), getting new and particularly younger
people out viewing birds, Pledge2Fledge is a global campaign to
benefit all of us.”

Alan is the Australian Ambassador for PledgeZ2Fledge and has also
been wandering around Warriewood wetlands with a young birder
yesterday and ten other birders. The Pledge 2 Fledge people "See
Birds, Share Birds, Save Birds'.

These great Pittwater wetland's bird pictures have been taken by
Michael Mannington, our fearless photographer/reporter, among the
reeds and creeks of the beautiful Warriewood wetlands early
Saturday morning (25.8.2012).

The Willy Wagtail, Rhipidura leucophrys, and bees collecting
pollen were also taken on Saturday morning at Careel Bay
wetlands. These tiny birds are also in their breeding season (July
through December) and are quite fearless, chasing off much larger
kookaburras, magpies and eagles who stray into their territory.

spring 1s most definitely heralded gloriously by all these new bird
songs and busy bees.

Images by Michael Mannington of Volunteer Photography,
2012. All Rights Reserved.

Past Features [

A BIRD'S EYE VIEW

In a must for bird lovers, the Coastal Environment Centre is hosting
an all-day Birding Essentials Workshop on Sunday 21 October
2012. The comprehensive workshop will include field trips and
presentations from birding experts Dr Tony Saunders and Marita
Macrae. The workshop is suitable for all levels of birding
enthusiasts including beginners and will cover topics such as
birding skills; feather colours; nesting and camouflage as well as
tips on creating bird habitat in an urban environment. The field trips
will visit local birding hotspots on the northern beaches including the
Warriewood Wetlands, Deep Creek Reserve and Jamieson Park
on the foreshore of Narrabeen Lagoon.

The cost for the all-day workshop, which includes moring and
afternoon tea is $65 per person. A resource folder and guidebook
is also included in the cost.

Participants are asked to bring their own picnic lunch, a sunhat,
sunscreen, insect repellent, sturdy shoes and comfortable clothes.
They should also bring a notepad and pen, water, a small
backpack, towel, as well as a camera and binoculars if

preferred. Reqgistration is at 7.30am at your chosen field trip site.
Details will be given on booking. To book

visit www _pittwater nsw.gov.auw/cecbookings or call 1300 000 232
for further details.
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Articles This Week:
A Dream by Michael Larkin
24 Hours in Shanghai by Robyn McWilliam

Mona Vale Hospital Auxiliary 2012 Fashion Parade by Michael
Mannington

Zoomobile at Logquat Valley School, Bayview

Profile: Pittwater Organisations that
invest in people, culture and health:
Morthern Beaches Orchestra (NBO)

NOO.

Previous Profiles:

Barton Lynch Shane Withington Commodore Sloper Herminie
swalinston Teresa Cutter Joanne Brigden-Jones Tamara Sloper
Harding Katie Spithill Chris Salisbury Doug Crane Henry
MacPhillamy Aim for the Stars Foundation Broken Bay Marine
Rescue Pittwater Environmental Foundation Rotary Club of
Pittwater Sophie Haythornthwaite Joan Fisher Mark Ferguson
Veteran Carolyn Mckay Christine Hopton lan White Jack
Elsegood Robert Grace Colin Casey Bob Waterer The Surfers
Group The Palm Beach Yacht Club Pittwater Natural Heritage
Association Pittwater Friends of Soibada Pam Bayfield Denise
Casey Lynda Hill Belinda Grundy Paul Christie Neil Evers
Andrew Holder lan Curlewis Lange Theory Phil Colman-Peter
Mitchell and Exploring tidal waters on Australia’s temperate coast
Geoff Clarke Palm Beach Sailing Club The Bopulaters Pittwater
Camera Club Dragonfly Environmental Pittwater Community Hub
Pittwater Community Arts Hayley Turner Samantha Shaw Danielle
DuBois Mumpreneurs Meil Johnston Simon Hyland Paul Wheeler
lan McGiffen Brian Friend Pittwater Council Zonta Club of Northern
Beaches Sydney Northern Beaches Symphonic Wind

Ensemble Bei Loon Dragon Boat Club Margaret Molloy

OAM Patricia Giles OAM Doreen Cherry Cindy Goode Milman
Stephen Marr Bob Hamilton Simon Abbott Peter Rumble Graham
Spong Sailability Pittwater Mona Vale Hospital Auxiliary Avalon
Active Seniors Group

g History: Fields of Dreams |; Golf,
Camping, for Food and
Enterprise, how did economic,
8=y . cultural and aspirations figure in
our own dreaming paddocks:

f Palm Beach Golf Course

Previous History Pages:

Marie Byles Lucy Gullett Kookoomgiligai Frank Hurley Archpriest JJ
Therry Sir Patrick Gordon Taylor Bowen Bungaree W. Bradley 1788
Journal Midholme Loggan Rock Cabin La Corniche La Corniche

Il Lion Island Bungan Beach Botham Beach Scarred Trees Castles
in the Sand Dame Nellie Melba lunches at Bilgola Spring, 1914
First to Fly in Australia at North Narrabeen Mona Vale Golf Club's
Annual Balls Governor Phillip camps on Resolufe Beach Ruth
Bedford Jean Curlewis Mollie Horseman Charlotte Boutin May
Moore Neville W Cayley Leon Houreux Frederick Wymark Sir
Adrian Curlewis Bilgola Heron Cove Mullet Creek Shark Point
Woodley's Coftage A Tent at The Basin Collin's Refreat-Bay View
House-Scott's Hotel Bilgola Cottage and House The First Pittwater
Regafta Women Cricketers Picnic Filmed In Pittwater Governor
Phillip's Barrenjoey Cairn Waradiel Season The Church at Church
Point Governor Phillip’s Exploration of Broken Bay, 2 — 9 March
1788 Pefroglyths: Aboriginal Rock Art on the Northern Beaches
Avalon Headland Landmarks Steamers Part| Pittwater Aquatic
Club Part| Woody Point Yacht Club Royal Motor Yacht Club Part |
Dorothea Mackellar Elaine Haxton Neva Carr Glynn Margaret
Mulvey Jean Mary Daly Walter Oswald Watt Wilfrid Kingsford
=mith John William Cherry George Scotty Allan McCarrs Creek
Marrabeen Creek Careel Creek Currawong Beach Creek
Bushrangers at Pittwater Smuggling at Broken Bay An lllicit Still at
McCarr's Creek The Murder of David Foley Mona Vale Qutrages
Avalon Camping Ground Bayview Koala Sanctuary Ingleside
Powder Works

Park Bench Philosopher: The True
Heaven (this explains why | forward stuff)
c/-W.A.G.

= Books:The Hunter by Scott Bevan.
i On Shakespeare by John Bell plus
details of Berkelouws Talk, MVP S
100 Year History, CSIRO August

% Releases

Old Books: The poetical works of
Percy Bysshe Shelley by Shelley, Percy
Bysshe, 1792-1822; 1875

The poetical works of Coleridge,
Shelley, and Keats : complete in one
volume 1846, Coleridge, Samuel
Taylor, 1772-1834; Shelley, Percy Bysshe, 1792-1822; Keats,
John, 1795-1821. Publisher: Philadelphia : Crissy & Markley

e M Fondidon ¥ Magk Shaephard

GRASSFINCHES

iN AUSTRALIA

g Events: Guringgai Aboriginal Tours,
SNBSWE Music from the Movies Concert,
2 Fathers Day in Pittwater, Threatened
%= Species Day Nightstalk, ASGMWP Info
@t Cvening, PCC Events, Native Plant ID

== Workshop, Wildlflowers at Elvina,
Tanzanian Safari, Sidney Nolan & Patrick
White at State Library, Bobbysox at
AvRSL, Lifeline August BookFair, RMYC Ladies Lunch, Train
Museum Celebrating 50th this year, U3A Events, New AvPals
Courses, Weed Botham Beach, Dive into the Deep Ocean, FoNLC
Paddles and Walks, Dance in Chicken Town, Poetry, Books
& Playreading @ MV Library, Council Events and more.

-.;: News From our Inbox How to Curtsy in 1953,
-: . Veda Ann Borg at Manly Life Saving Club,

History

Artist of the Month
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B Community News: NB Instrumental Festival,
=8 Nippers 2012, Your Say 2025, Council Election
Candidates 2012, Maritime Policy Agenda and
Maritime Medal, Fox Baiting at Ingleside
commences August 20th, 2013 Pittwater to
Coffs Entries, Palliative Care petition, Loosely
Woven Return, Dog Day by The Bay 2012, Artfest 2012, MVPS
Centenary, Our Council's Notices, Fed. Govt. Media and more

& Environment; Australian Indigo flowering,
=X Save the Places You Love Campaign,
Aftracting Birds to your Yard, Australasian
& Migrators in Trouble, Australia's Marine Report
ei Card 2012, Birdwatching with PNHA, Going
Solar on Sustainable House Day
Workshop, Deep Oceans opens at Australian

Museum, Cooee August Issue, local Environment groups and orgs.

Lynda Hill: Update 17.8.12: The Rainbow After
The Storm: August's Leo New Moon

Pictures: Vietnam Veteran's Day
8 (Northern) at Palm Beach, August 12th,

Youth: Lime Cordial & NBO @ Lizottes, National

Geographic website for little kids, MVL HSC

¥ lock in' with Free Pizza returns, 3801 Trains,

v %y Crumpled paper message, National Skills

% Week 2012, Science Fair, Peats Ridge 2012,

'~ BL's Blast Off 2012 Entries OPEN, Mona
=T - Vale Library Photo and Short Story Comp,

= RUOK?Day 2012, Are We There Yet
2 Competition, Study Tools 101 - Mind Maps,
Library Story-times for Littlies, ArtFest 2012.

Seniors; Do Not Knock Campaign to protect
Seniors, The Original Greenies, U3A Online
Courses; in the Privacy of your own home and at
your lesuire, Free Broadband for Seniors Online
skills, 2013 Seniors Week Achievement Awards
now open, Grants for Seniors Week too,
Synchronised Swimming - Seniors and Menl,
New AvPals Courses, U3A Lectures, Lumosity,
local Support and Education Activities.

St Community Clubs: Updates on Activities and
@ links to sites.

Artist of the Month: August 2012:
scotland Island lady June Lahm's stunning
and beautiful works are 'painting with
pixels’

g5 » Reflections by George Repin. This
& week; SARGENT'S TEA ROOM, PIE SHOPS
& and STREETPHOTOGRAPHERS

DIY Hints: Father's Day 2012: some great
a gift ideas, all under $20.00 + Yates Seeds;
125 years in Australia Commemorative

vl 'I-In

now fetching good prices for collectors interested in
| perfumes, porcelain or promotions

Food: Garlic is the other bulb that pops up now in
flowers; this vegetable is over 7000 years old and is
good to protect us as both warm and cold winds
blow in seasonal changes; facts, health benefits,
recipes

Disclaimer: The content of editorials and Advertisements in this
Publication have been provided by a number of independent
sources. Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of
Pittwater Online News, and no responsibility is taken for the
accuracy of the information, or any factual errors contained within
items published. Readers should make their own enquiries directly
to any organisation or business prior to making any plans or taking
any action.
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In Issue 72 we brought the great news that Heart
Song - an Anthology of Pittwater Poetry has been
launched. Anyone reading this slim delightful
volume would have discovered that one of the
poems, through an innocent mix-up, had not been
aftributed to its creator. The mystery was soon
solved and we are privilieged to bring you this
word imagery this week and a bit about its author.
We thank the Pittwater Community Arts people for
allowing us to reproduce it in full here.

!iﬁu T .-"':: gy
aa daskapg

Copies are available from the Mona Vale Library at a cost of
52400, on the Pittwater Community Arts website or by contacting
Lorrie Morgan on 9997 8079 or dashing off an email to
lorriemay@bigpond.com

.

Michael Larkin

| began writing about 35 years ago and have been a member of the
‘Fellowship of Australian Writers” Manly Branch, where | was
Fublicity Officer and Committee Member. | was a member of the
‘F.AW." for about 20 years.

| was awarded 2 firsts and 1 second prize in the "F.AW." Annual
Competitions and was included in their anthology as well as gaining
“Special Mentions” in interstate competitions. In 1988 | had a story
titled “An Old Man Mourns By The Sea” published in the Sydney
Morning Herald. Warringah Council Library published an anthology
in 1993 in which 3 of my poems were included. A collection of my
writings is held in the archives of the Manly Council Library.

My poetry has been inspired by my wife Thelma, and by the
experience of living in Manly.
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A Dream
By Michael Larkin
Lonely without you
| wander through
the desolate back streets
of my mind

and always | find you

waiting there for me

together we walk

through the scenes

of our courtship

visiting places

50 dear to us then

we go to Whale Beach

and swim in the council rock-pool there.
when the tide is out

we search in the sandy shallows

for bridled seahorse,

starfish and sea anemones.

We lie on our backs

In the warmth of the sand and look to the summer sky
and watch the seagulls weaving and hovering
out where the corals lie

and dreaming on

we dine on a rock

In the lee of a sheltering cliff

| cast your posy of flowers

on the ocean waves

and in my dream

they drift back to the

shoreline of my yearning heart

your fragrant sweetness

lingers around my

lonely pillow still.

W Tweet HLike

lz +1

Py Copyright Michael Larkin, 2012. All Rights
{ Reserved. Reproduced with kind
permission of Pittwater Community Arts.

Whale Beach Pool 22.8. 2012
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August 26 - September 1, 2012: Issue 73 24 Hours in Shanghai
by Robyn McWilliam

=hanghai’s skyline is instantly recognisable by its magnificent
towers. Embarking on my Wendy Wu Tour this most populous city of
24 million delivers a mulfitude of surprises.

s First stop is the Shanghai Museum whose architecture is
S reminiscent of the famous bronze Ding (a fripod pot with handles)
\ ﬂ"lli inside. Displayed are one million pieces of ancient Chinese art;
.1.'!.!111. many are national treasures. Categories range from bronzes,
| lill im ceramics, paintings and sculpture to exquisite jade, classical
L;'lll i I!Ill furniture and artefa:_:ts of ethnic minorities. 5_h|nyf dragon heads on
okl it m the balustrades entice you up to more galleries.

|
i

=l

To the Western tourist this can be bewildering especially if you are
unfamiliar with China’s cultural background. But the wandering is
worthwhile to discover such things as their 8,000 year history of jade
carving. The spade-shaped coins cast by the Jin State in 376 BC
fascinate me when practically all coinage today is round. There's
also a collection of coins used along the Silk Road. This ties in with
my holiday reading of Colin Falconer's Silk Road, an historical
novel following the route into China.

Shanghai Museum

Just as other cities of the world have a Chinatown, Shanghai has a
Western town. Catering for the 20% of resident foreigners, menus
are in English. There are ltalian and German restaurants and the
aroma of coffee wafts amidst expensive shops selling designer
clothing. However, a colourful fountain where bronze Chinese
figures swirl reminds us of our Asian location.

A walk along the Bund is a favourite pastime of locals and tourists
from all over China. Photo stalls, ice cream and drink stands
abound. Westerners are a novelty. Some Chinese ask youto be in
their photos so you will be a star back in their villages. Behind this
riverfront walkway are the older more European style buildings of
the early trade houses.

Across the water the mass of modern skyscrapers await us. From
history to high technology. At the Jin Mao Tower we catch the
fastest lift in Shanghai — only 45 seconds to whoosh up 88 floors to
the observatory for the best overview of the city.

Our next experience is for speed demons — a somewhat terrifying
trip of seven minutes out to the airport and back on the Maglev
Train. Faster than Japan’'s Bullet Train, this reaches a top speed of
431 km per hour. It's disconcerting to see no rail. This train levitates
above smooth concrete held there by magnetic forces. I'm thinking if
anything goes wrong we're dead. The government spent $10 billion
on the project but as it doesn’'t come into the centre of the city the
locals are not using it. The challenge is to take a photo of the other
train passing but most of us jump with the noise and jostling air
pressure.

Escaping from markets of glittering goodies that are not going to fill
my bags we arrive at the Yuyuan Gardens. Chinese gardens are
carefully constructed with shaped rocks, pools and plants selected
for the people to enjoy. An oasis of tranquillity in a bustling city;
these gardens were inspiration for the famous willow-paftterned
china. Carp flash orange and white as they slide through water.
There is a dragon-topped wall and gracefully sculptured cranes. A
pleasant meander is balm for the soul.

At the Silk Museum we are fold how silk was discovered. An
imperial woman was sitting under a mulberry tree drinking green
tea. A cocoon dropped in her cup. When she lifted it out with

: chopsticks she noticed the thread. A thousand metres of this

o precious thread can be gleaned from a single cocoon. Childhood
Maglev Train memories of silkworms munching leaves come to mind.

After demonstrations of recovering and spinning silk, we see four
women stretch the mass of threads over a table to make a doona.
With over sixty layers encased in a cotton cover it is light and warm.
| buy a queen size doona for a little over $100 Australian and it is
vacuum packed for easy carrying. The silk doona covers have a
wonderful sheen and are slippery to touch. You walk out through a
shop selling silk clothes, scarves and a myrnad of other products.

As the sky darkens we are huddled on a wharf for a cruise on the
Huangpu River. Hundreds of people clamber onto boats to see the
dazzling light show on Shanghai’s city buildings. The evening is
cool; the colourful lights detail architecture both old and new.

Following a Cantonese dinner with eggplant to-die-for and delicious
snake beans, we return to our hotel. For tomorrow a flight takes us
to our vessel to cruise the Yangtze River.

Copyright Robyn McWilliam, 2012. All Rights Reserved. All
photos by Robyn McWilliam.

Staircase detail
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The "Fountain of Blessings™ stands on the North Block Square of Shanghai Xintiandi. It was created by Dutch-Chinese sculptor Ms. Wu Chingju and is based on the traditional
Chinese folklore figures of "Fulushou’. Sculptress Ms. Wu Chingju explains her design concept: "The "Fulushou’ figures bear the human wishes for a better life, such as
happiness, good luck, fortune, prosperity, reputation, longevity and so on. ‘Fu’ embraces the wind and embodies joy; ‘Lu’ looks skyward and bows with hands clasped,
symbaolizing wisdom; "Shou’ leans lightly on a cane and smiles, representing the continuation of life.
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Yuyuan Gardens: The Yuyuan Garden is a famous classical garden located in Anren Jie, Shanghai. The garden was finished in 1577 by a government officer of the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644) named Fan Yunduan. ¥Yu in Chinese means ‘pleasing and satisfying’, and this garden was specially built for Pan's parents as a place for them to enjoy a
tranquil and happy time in their old age. The garden was firstly named as ™Yu Yuan™, which means “pleasing one’s parents™. The site occupies about five acres. Upon entering
the garden, you will encounter a rockery, which is called the Great Rockery. With a height of 14 meters (about 50 feet), it is the largest as well as the oldest rockery in the
southern region of the Yangtze River.
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shanghai Skyline
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Mona Vale Hospital Auxiliary Fashion Parade 2012
By Michael Mannington

Mona Vale Hospital Auxiliary attracted 100 fashion buyers to their
' fashion parade held at the Newport Bowling Club on Thursday 23rd
August, 2012. The fashions on display were supplied by Donna-lou
of Toukley. Donna-lou said that bright colours are in for this summer
and some of the tops on show were indeed colourful. Some thirty
different outfits were paraded before the audience with the show's
! | MC Deborah Brown showing additional optional colours for each
outfit. At the conclusion of the show all items were available for sale
in sizes 8-26. Money raised goes towards raising funds for bedside
cabinets, overbed tables and stackable visitors chairs for the
VWHOLE Hospital.

All Photos by Michale Mannington; Volunteer Photography FPublic
Gallery

-
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MC Debaorah Brown

Gail Carew of MVHA and Project Leader for Rotary Club of Pittwater Palliative Care
with Lyn Smith, volunteer for MYHA.

Fa.rh

Models: Roberta, Pauline, Yvonne, Morma, and Wendy.

_ 'ﬁ.{

Mona Vale Hospital Auxiliary members serving morning tea

Joan Blaxland and Betty King
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August 26 - September 1, 2012: Issue 73 Zoomobile at Loquat Valley Preparatory School

On Tuesday this week (28.6.2012) the Taronga foomobile visited
classes 2BG and 2HM at the Loquat Valley Preparatory School at
Bayview. As part of the Pittwater Environmental Foundation’s grant
from the Hawkesbury Nepean CMA for bushcare and engaging the
community with the Botham's Beach site, Kerry Staker, teacher and
Zookeeper, brought a range of animals to teach the children about
habitat, each creature’s habits and how these all work together to
maintain healthy environments and species. The year two students
are also currently engaged in a Sugar Glider and Squirrel Glider
project and learning more about these Botham's Beach residents
and what they may do to encourage more to return.

The first creature Kerry
infroduced the classes to was
‘Philomena’ a female Goliath
otick Insect (Eurychema
goliath). Females can reach
lengths of up to 20 cm while i
males are much smaller. These o
insects will, when disturbed it will
display the bright red colour
under its wings and the eyes-
patterns between the thorax and
rear legs. Philomena, who had
lost one of her legs in escaping
from a predator, a defence
mechanism Kerry explained,
allowed the children to
understand that some creatures
are food for others but can decide to drop a leg and head in the
opposite direction If caught by a bird. They live in our eastern
forests, feed mostly on eucalypt leaves, and can throw or flick’ their
droppings a few metres so they don’'t give themselves away to
predators.

Roy the Box Turtle from India, found in the suitcase of a visitor to
Australia, and around 30 years old, was next to be introduced to the
children. Kerry explained that he may live to 70 years, prefers eating
anything pink and that she spends time ensuring she finds healthy
pink foods, flowers, fruits and seeds, to meet his appetite and
references.

Acorn a shingleback lizard, girlffriend of "Sludge’ made an
appearance after Roy had been returned to his box. Her fat tail was
pointed at as Kerry explained she stores water and food in there in
the form of fat for when other food is not readily available. Acornis 7
years old and her diet consists of spiders, snails and even dog food
or mashed banana if these are left outside for the family dog.
shinglebacks ( Trachydosurus rugosus) are relatives to the blue
tongued lizards found in Pittwater but their known range is west of
the Great Dividing Range.

Gibbon a green tree frog (Liforia caerulea) was the first creature the
children could not touch. Kerry wetted her own hands before picking
him up, explaining the frog’s skin is like a sponge and anything on
our own skins will be absorbed and may harm these amphibians.
Roy the Box Turtle As frogs live in ponds and streams, and frees in Gibbon’s case, the
classes learnt that picking up schoolyard rubbish that may flow into
these from rain storms will help them to see these lovely green
skinned tree climbers more often.

Anna, a non-venomous spotted python (Antaresia maculosa) was
brought from her pillowslip next. Kerry explained that she is 10 years
old, that her scales are the same composition as fingernails, that
she Is very strong and ends her prey, usually micro-bats, to sleep by
squeezing with her strong muscles. This snake was also a good
way to remind the pupils that if they came across a snake outside
they should walk away quietly and go and tell an adult.

Apani, a Bogle or Native Bush rat (Rattus [
fuscipes), was shown to the children in her
grass and leaf nest. She was the first warm
blooded mammal the classes met and also a
marsupial with a pouch. Apani, like the frog,
lizard and turtle, is one of the bush’s allies as
she feeds on seeds, fruits and leaves,
distributing seeds in her droppings and
cleaning up refuse simply through diet for this
Species.

The last little Australian the children met
was Tahlia, a ring tailed possum
(Pseudocheirus pereginus) who had been
in her mother’'s pouch when a lady spotted
her being attacked by a cat, rescued her
and brought her to Taronga Zoo. Tahlia,
brought up by Kerry just like any other baby,
was more comfortable with being handled
then what her mother, always a wild creature, is and has often made
visits to schools as part of the Zoomobile. Tahlia helped the children
understand that it is best to leave wild creatures alone as they are
not the same as those that have been hand reared. Her mother’s
experience, and long time in recovery at the Zoo’s hospital, was a
good example of why domestic pets such as cats and dogs should
be kept in when nocturnal creatures must come out of their burrows
and nests to feed.

Tahlia, like the Squirrel Gliders and Sugar Gliders, needs a tree
hollow to live in comfortably when in the bush. In Australia it takes
100 years for these to form in our tfrees. As we have lost or cut down
50 many of these, nesting boxes have been built and installed at
Botham’'s Beach.

The children really enjoyed meeting the Zoomobile animals. They
were quiet because they knew they may frighten them being noisy,
asked questions that broadened their insights and look forward to
hearing more from Kerry about the Botham’'s Beach Sugar Glider in
the future. When students were selected to help Kerry carry the
small cages back to the ‘'mobile’ van just about every hand sprang
up and two were assigned to carry the bigger cases. When asked if
they enjoyed the presentation; “Yes ! It was great”

We thank Kerry, Beth Glyde, teacher at Loquat Valley Preparatory
=chool, and Marita Macrae and Lesley Stevens of the Pittwater
Environmental Foundation, and all the children of 2BG and 2HM for
their warm welcome and politeness. What a great schooll What a
great project.
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The True Heaven; (This explains why | forward stuff).
CI-W.A.G.

An old cowboy was riding his
trusty horse followed by his
faithful dog along an unfamiliar

. road. The cowboy was enjoying
the new scenery, when he
suddenly remembered dying,
and realized the dog beside him
had been dead for years, as

2 had his harse.

8 Confused, he wondered what
"% was happening, and where the
4, frail was leading them. After a

% L while, they came to a high, white
stone wall that looked like fine
marble. At the top of a long hill, it
was broken by a tall arch topped by a golden letter "H" that glowed
in the sunlight. Standing before it, he saw a magnificent gate in the
arch that looked like mother-of-pearl, and the street that led to the
gate looked like gold.

He rode toward the gate, and as he got closer, he saw a man at a
desk to one side. Parched and tired out by his journey, he called
out, “Excuse me, where are we?"

“This is Heaven, sir,” the man answered.

“Wow! Would you happen to have some water?” the man asked.
: “Of course, sir. Come right in, and I'll have some ice water brought
right up.”

As the gate began to open, the cowboy asked, "Can | bring my
partners, too?”

‘I'm sorry, sir, but we don't accept pets.”

The cowboy thought for a moment, then turned back to the road and
continued niding, his dog trotting by his side. After another long ride,
at the top of another hill, he came to a dirt road leading through a
ranch gate that looked as if it had never been closed. As he
approached the gate, he saw a man inside, leaning against a tree
and reading a book.

‘Excuse me,” he called to the man. “Do you have any water?”
“Sure, there's a pump right over there. Help yourself”

‘How about my friends here?” the traveller gestured to the dog and
his horse.

“Of course! They look thirsty, too.” said the man.

The trio went through the gate, and sure enough, there was an old-
fashioned hand pump with buckets beside it. The traveller filled a
cup and the buckets with wonderfully cool water and took a long
drink, as did his horse and dog. When they were full, he walked
back to the man who was still standing by the tree.

“What do you call this place?” the traveller asked.

‘This is Heaven.” he answered.

‘That's confusing,” the traveller said. “The man down the road said
that was Heaven, too.”

‘Oh, you mean the place with the glitzy, gold street and fake pearly
gates? That's hell”

‘Doesn't it make you angry when they use your name like that?”
‘Not at all. Actually, we're happy they screen out the folks who would
leave their best friends behind.”

sometimes, we wonder why
friends forward things to us -
without writing a word. Maybe -
this explains it P
When you're busy, but still want
to keep in touch, you can F
forward emails. When you have B
nothing to say, but still want to

keep in contact, you can forward

jokes. When you have

something to say, but don't know r-

. exactly how, you can forward :

Stuff.

A forward' lets you know you're

still remembered, still important,

still cared about.

=0 the next time you get a

forward,' don't think of it as just another joke. Realize you've been
thought of today and your friend on the other end just wanted to send
you a smile.

P.5.: You're welcome at my watering hole anytime.
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Park Bench Philosophers

We welcome contributions from all Pittwater residents in the
form of anecdotes, memories, stories, poems or even matters
you'd like to see addressed or changed in our area.

If you have something you'd like to share, something you'd
like 